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Masculinity and Feminism
From the past, films, documentaries, and books have continued to reflect how society stresses nurture and achievement.  Masculinity accentuates the acquisition of wealth, ambitions, and different gender roles. On the other hand, films and novels demonstrate sexuality equality, nurturing and caring behaviors, and environmental awareness to emphasize feminism. For example, characters in films with high masculinity include being ego-oriented, money, and fewer women in management. To depict feminism in characters in films and books, there is a small gender wage gap, conflicts are solved using negotiations styles, flexible family structure, and women focus on equality. Gender roles play a significant part in explaining how masculinity and feminism happen within society. In the novel, " The Kite Runner" the character of Hassan and Amir clearly demonstrates how society view masculinity, in Williams’, “The Gift and Rambling " we see how society was centered on male supremacy and the Video " The Mask you live"   reveals the concept of masculinity and its dangers towards women.
In "The Kite Runner, "the primary characters do not conform to the ideals of manhood.  The traditional masculinity beliefs depict several characters that men should internalize in their codes, which form masculine behaviors and scripts.  Through the character of Hassan and Amir, the author modeled a new form of masculinity that does not support misogyny and is not developed in power over women. This gives room to express and explore themselves without fear or shame. Amir being the son of a wealthy merchant, experienced difficulties as he attempts to adjust to traditional Afghan society. He grows in a different environment with his father, who exemplifies masculine characteristics.  The relationship between Khan and Baba demonstrates his failures to internalize Afghan traditional masculine codes. Amir was emotional, less competitive, and loves to write and read poems rather than participating in sports. Additionally, Amir did not participate in athletics like his father and is seen to stand to an emergent form of masculinity that embodies no characteristics of traditional manhood.
 	Hassan's fate could be avoided. First, if Baba admitted that Hassan was his son, he would have grown in a cool environment. Although Hassan is kind-hearted, kind, and loyal, he ended up living in misery. His tragedy is not associated with religious and nation ethics by also impacted by distorted family ethics.  Hassan was abandoned by their biological parents as he was born with a cleft lip. His mother was first to abandon him seven days after he was born and chooses happiness. On the other hand, his father left him for his decency. Hassan was humiliated and bullied by society. 
From the start of the novel, Amir is seen to yearn towards female presence in the house. As a result of the formidable character of his father, he fears to depict his longing.  Although he tried to show mother love by writing poems and reading some of his mother's books, the avocation created a rift between Amir and his father. Amir believes that pressure from his father to demonstrate his manliness made him betrays Hassan and ended up humiliating and mocking him using dismissing and incorrect words. According to Baba, a soccer and kite fighting champion, "real men didn't read poetry … Real men- real boy- played soccer!"(Hosseini 17). Hosseini, in the novel, restricts the experiences of female characters towards the protagonists of his mother-in-law and wife. The characters of women are not the stereotypical burka-clad Afghan women. Additionally, sexual violence is not directed towards women but men. For example, Kamaal, Hassan, and Sohrah were raped in the novel.
Amir describes his father in terms of physical appearance.  He indicates, “My father was a force of nature, a towering Pashtun specimen with a thick beard, a wayward crop of curly brown hair"(Hosseini 11). Notably, Hosseini demonstrates masculinity in terms of money and wealth. For example, Amir's father is defined according to his house holding status and good communal and domestic order.  Amir loved his father since he depended on him after the death of his mother. He always wanted to attract his attention by showing what he can do best, but his father does not appreciate it.
The idea of masculinity is clearly defined, demonstrated in "Williams the Gift and Rambling."  According to Williams, masculinity is justified by males by not doing what they are supposed to do. The movements Time's up, and Me Too are concerned about women's issues and tries to elevate global consciousness about problems experienced by women.  Me too movement encourages people's voices, wants cultural transformation, and encourages women to speak about harassment and sexual violence (McCullough). It empowers women through empathy, as the founders believe it is significant for sexual abuse victims. Its ultimate objective is to develop a community by disrupting all forms of sexual violence. Me too movement is concerned with feminist ideas that aim at providing equal rights and prevents them from sexual abuse like rape.
Me too movement also aims at reforming society as a result of stereotypical and gender–dualistic behaviors. The movement also challenges the structure in the society dominated by men by incorporating the ideas of power and gender in their messages (McCullough) Notably, the movement acknowledges that masculinity plays a significant role in the real sense of unidentified and dangers. The proponents of this group believed that masculinity and its validation are not a threat to the legitimacy of social progress in the community but the pursuit for a just, strong functional, and safe society.  Masculinity has its place in society, and the # Me Too Movement promotes a positive shift using the right channels.
Time's up Movement aims to lobby for legislation that could prevent companies from forcing female workers to sign agreements likely to forbid them from speaking about issues affecting them (McCullough). Notably, the movement also acknowledges the impacts of traditional masculinity on gender equality. According to the ideas of this movement, certain masculine behaviors promote gender inequalities between men and women, and to achieve equality, they need to be dismantled. In the film, Claudine (1974) reveals the struggles women experience in becoming better persons (Berry). Society put women in binding circumstances. For example, Claudine, the main character, demonstrates how women are treated by men. The welfare breaks down the family into a unit. It clear that male figure is put in the lives of children and women for financial support. It also demonstrates that men do not necessarily turn away from their responsibilities.
The documentary "The Mask You Live In, reveals the pressure that masculine culture usually puts on boys and men to become what they are not. Additionally, the documentary talks of the impacts of these pressures on the male relationship (Rhodes).  Men were affected by the system which was supposed to help due to hyper-masculinity.  The film helps us understand the world in which men and women are seen as equal. Notably, throughout the documentary, we see professionals in the field of education and psychology giving positive instructions on how the notion of masculinity needs to be changed. These professionals examined factors that influence masculinity like media, college life, and video games. Moreover, the professionals agree that American society puts a lot of pressure on young boys, leading them to hyper-masculine individuals. The suppression affects their feelings as they continue to grow. According to the documentary, boys are introduced to porn at the age of 12. The boys learn how to objectify their female counterparts in their sexual relationships. Pornography is part of rape culture that is not questionable from a feminist perspective. However, the actual issue proves that American society normalizes rape. Newsoms, in his documentary, attempts to solve problems and demonstrate how American patriarchal society harms young boys. Sexual abuse and mass shootings are two significant issues in American society that illustrate how men are raised. Patriarchal masculinity is a problem that negatively affects men and leads to feminists' invention.
According to Emerson, certain natural facts symbolize particular cultural and spiritual facts. Amir in   "The Kite Runner" is a positive character who makes decisions that force the audience to question his conscience and morality.  Emerson argues that individual personalities are determined by the remarks and actions of another person. The relationship between Hassan and Amir was full of jealously, and their deeds were according to societal beliefs. An individual can become timid simply because another person has led to worry or hurt.  In the novel, Hassan's fate was associated with family ethics both from his brother and his parents. The character of Amir was influenced by his father, who wanted his son to be perfect and strong and live according to the patriarchal system. Amir was not malicious towards Hassan and sometimes feels guilty.
In the documentary "The Mask You Live In," Philosopher and American poet Ralph Waldo Emerson's notion of being can be used to explain a boy's behaviors towards fighting. Emerson believed that all things are in existence due to the flow of changes and the notion of "being." Additionally, he elaborated on self-reliance by analyzing society and how the idea of individualism can transform people from immoralities. Great self–reliance should work in all relations of men in education, religion, and all pursuits of life.  
Individuals have the ability to shed false social appearances and live a life that is true to themselves.  As one way of accepting change, it is significant for human beings to accept their behaviors. In the documentary, Newsoms provide several examples of boys with issues of fight club.   According to Emerson, for these boys to accept change and live according to societies believes, they need to condemn their false appearances. The American patriarchal society makes boys turn into a fight and engage in sexual abuse (Rhodes).  However, according to Emerson, to change their behaviors, they need to surrender their cultural beliefs and give up on freedom.
Additionally, Emerson's ideas can also be related to the film "Fight Club" The film is about toxic masculinity and why males engage in fights. It demonstrates how civil society operates under the unspoken rule. The film is related to violence and adherence to narratives about masculinity. Fight club attempts to show how rapacious capitalism affects white men. The narrator in the film demonstrates the image of the part of the society. According to Emerson's idea of self-reliance, individuals can only change their behaviors only if their conscience goes against original beliefs related to conformity. To be self-reliant, people should refrain from material subjects.
According to Emerson, individuals do not necessarily live unless they are true about their judgment. Emerson warns people of taking their moral principles and opinions to value themselves. In the film fight club, the characters believe that inadequate heroic roles in the community lead to the generalized male malaise. Doyle indicates that online societies contribute to significant misogynists. Therefore, women are the ones to blame, but they need to be brought and helped solve the problems. 
The fight club boys wanted power and tried to remake the community according to what they were told. Notably, all these kinds of beliefs are against the fight club's rules that acknowledge that patriarchal also hurts men similar to the rest of the community. In his self-reliance concept, Emerson believed that man should always learn to watch and detect the gleam of light that flashes across his mind more than the firmament of sages and bards (Emerson684). His influences are clear, and the subject aligns with the ideologies of transdecendalists. Moreover, Emerson indicates that males should concentrate on the inner self while seeking guidance.
Summing up, Gender roles play a significant part in explaining how masculinity and feminism happen within society. In the novel, The Kite Runner, the character of Hassan and Amir, the author modeled a new form of masculinity that does not support misogyny and is not developed in power over women. This gives room to express and explore themselves without fear or shame. According to Emerson, certain natural facts symbolize particular cultural and spiritual facts. The movements Time's up, and Me Too are concerned about women's issues and tries to elevate global consciousness about problems experienced by women. The Mask You Live In the documentary attempts to solve the issues and demonstrate how American patriarchal society harms young boys.  Sexual abuse and mass shootings are two significant issues in American society that show how men are raised. Emerson's ideas can also be related to the film "Fight Club" The film is about toxic masculinity and why males engage in fights. It demonstrates how civil society operates under the unspoken rule.  In the movie, Claudine (1974) reveals the struggles women experience in becoming better persons. Society put women in binding circumstances. For example, Claudine, the main character, demonstrates how women are treated by men.
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